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Introduction 

Ysgol Gynradd Gymraeg Y Login Fach was inspected as part of a national programme 
of school inspection.  The purpose of inspection is to identify good features and 
shortcomings in schools in order that they may improve the quality of education offered 
and raise the standards achieved by their pupils.  The inspection of all schools within a 
six-year cycle is also designed to give parents information about the performance of 
their childôs school. 

The inspection of Ysgol Gynradd Gymraeg Y Login Fach took place between 17/05/10 
and 19/05/10.  An independent team of inspectors, led by Dorothy Morris undertook the 
inspection. Estyn, a statutory body independent of, but funded by, the National 
Assembly for Wales, commissioned the inspection. 

The team was required to report on the standards achieved by pupils, the quality of 
education provided by the school, the quality of leadership and management and the 
contribution made by the school to its pupilsô spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development. 

Estynôs reports follow its guidance for the writing and editing of reports, which is 
available on the Estyn website (www.estyn.gov.uk).  The table below shows the terms 
that Estyn uses and a broad idea of their meaning.  The table is for guidance only. 

Nearly all  with very few exceptions  

Most  90% or more  

Many  70% or more  

A majority  over 60%  

Half/around half  close to 50%  

A minority  below 40%  

Few  below 20%  

Very few  less than 10%  

The five-point scale used to represent all inspection judgements in this report is as 
follows: 
 Grade 1 good with outstanding features 
 Grade 2 good features and no important shortcomings 
 Grade 3 good features outweigh shortcomings 
 Grade 4 some good features, but shortcomings in important areas 
 Grade 5  many important shortcomings 

There are three types of inspection. 

For all inspections, there is a written report on seven key questions. 

For short inspections, there are no subject reports. 

For standard inspections, there are also reports on six subjects. 

For full inspections, there are also reports on all subjects. 

Estyn decides the kind of inspection that a school receives, mainly on the basis 
of its past performance.  Most schools receive a standard inspection.  All 
nursery schools, special schools, pupil referral units and any new or 
amalgamated schools receive a full inspection. 

This school received a standard inspection. 



 
Year groups and key stages 
 
Schools use a common system of numbering year groups from the start of compulsory 
schooling to 18 years of age.  This system emphasises the importance of continuity and 
eases communication among schools, governing bodies, parents and LEAs. 
 
The term óReceptionô (R) refers to the year group of pupils in a primary school who 
reach the age of 5 during the academic year.  Year 1 refers to the year group of pupils 
who reach the age of 6 during the academic year and so on.  Year 13 is the year group 
of students who reach the age of 18 during the academic year. 
 
Primary phase: 
 

Year R Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

Ages 4-5 5-6 6-7 7-8 8-9 9-10 10-11 

 
Secondary phase: 
 

Year Y7 Y8 Y9 Y10 Y11 Y12 Y13 

Ages 11-12 12-13 13-14 14-15 15-16 16-17 17-18 

 
The National Curriculum covers four key stages as follows: 
 

Key stage 1 Year 1 and Year 2 

Key stage 2 Year 3 to Year 6 

Key stage 3 Year 7 to Year 9 

Key stage 4 Year 10 and Year 11 
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Context 
 

The nature of the provider 

1 Ysgol Gynradd Gymraeg Y Login Fach is situated in the village of Waunarlwydd on 
the outskirts of the city of Swansea.  It is maintained by the County and City of 
Swansea Local Authority (LA).  There are 216 (full-time equivalent) pupils between 
three and 11 years of age on the register.  Children are admitted to the nursery 
class on a part-time basis from the September following their third birthday.  
Children in the reception class attend on a full-time basis. Pupil numbers have 
risen slightly over recent years. 

2 The school's catchment extends from Gowerton, through Three Crosses to Killay 
and Dunvant, from Townhill and Mayhill through Cocket to Fforestfach and 
Waunarlwydd itself.  Twenty-five per cent of the pupils come from outside the 
catchment.  According to the school, the area overall is neither prosperous nor 
economically disadvantaged although 39% of the pupils come from homes that are 
in disadvantaged areas.  Ten per cent of the pupils are entitled to receive free 
school meals; a percentage that is lower than figures both locally and nationally. 

3 Ninety-two per cent of the pupils come from homes where English is the main 
home language.  Very few pupils are from minority ethnic groups and no pupil is 
receiving support with English as an additional language.  A very few pupils are in 
the care of the LA. 

4 Pupils are accepted from across the full range of ability.  Forty-eight pupils (22%) have 
been identified as having special educational needs (SEN) and one pupil holds a 
statement of SEN.  This percentage is higher than local and national averages. 

5 The school has gained Basic Skills Quality Mark status, and particpates in the LA's 
Healthy Schools' scheme.  It has also received the British Educational 
Communications and Technology Agency's (BECTA) Quality Mark Certificate for 
promoting pupils' information and communications technology (ICT) skills.  

6 The school was last inspected in July 2004.  Since that time, there have been 
changes amongst the teaching staff and an increase in the number of support 
staff.  Some improvements have been made to the building.  The current 
headteacher was appointed to her post in September 2006. 

 

The schoolôs priorities and targets 

7 The school's main aim is to create a warm and supportive atmosphere where each 
child is respected and recognised as an individual and where there is provision for 
his/her full development academically, emotionally, culturally, physically, spiritually 
and morally. 

8 The school's main priorities and targets for 2009-2010 include: 

 introduce the Foundation Phase further; 

 implement the revised curriculum for key stage 2; 

 raise standards in Welsh; 

 develop the assessment for learning systems; 

 further develop the role of the governing body; and 

 renew the roof. 
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Summary 

9 This is a school with many good features.  Since the previous inspection, it has 
maintained the good and very good standards in most of the subjects inspected 
and improved the quality of the educational provision further in some areas. 

Table of grades awarded 

10 The inspection team judged the school's work as follows: 

Key Question 
 

Inspection 
grade 

1. How well do learners achieve? Grade 2 

10 How effective are teaching, training and assessment? Grade 2 

2. How well do the learning experiences meet the needs and 
interests of learners and the wider community? 

Grade 2 

3. How well are learners cared for, guided and supported? Grade 2 

4. How effective are leadership and strategic management? Grade 2 

5. How well do leaders and managers evaluate and improve 
quality and standards? 

Grade 2 

6. How efficient are leaders and managers in using resources? Grade 2 

11 The self-evaluation report produced by the school prior to the inspection clearly 
identifies the strengths and the areas in need of improvements.  The inspection 
team agreed with the school's judgements in each of the seven key questions. 

Standards 

12 Overall, the education provided meets the range of pupils' needs effectively.  Most 
pupils, including those with SEN, make constant progress in gaining new skills, 
knowledge and understanding and achieve the agreed learning aims and targets. 

13 In the lessons inspected, pupils' standards of achievement are as follows: 

Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 

14% 77% 9% 0% 0% 

14 The percentage of good and better standards is slightly higher than the findings of 
the previous inspection.  They are also higher than the national findings published 
in Her Majesty's Chief Inspector's (HMCI) latest Annual Report for 2008-2009, 
which states that standards in primary schools in Wales are Grade 1 or 2 in 85% of 
lessons, with 12% of then being a Grade 1. 

The Foundation Phase 

15 In the six areas of learning inspected, children's standards of achievement were as 
follows: 

Area of learning Nursery Reception 

Personal and social development, wellbeing and 
cultural development  

Grade 2 Grade 2 

Language, literacy and communication skills Grade 2 Grade 2 

Mathematical development  Grade 2 Grade 2 

Knowledge and understanding of the world Grade 2 Grade 2 

Creative development  Grade 2 Grade 2 

Physical development Grade 2 Grade 2 
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Grades for standards in the subjects inspected 

16 In key stages 1 and 2, pupils' standards of achievement in the subjects inspected 
are as follows: 

Subject Key Stage 1 Key Stage 2 

Science Grade 2 Grade 2 

Information and communications technology Grade 2 Grade 2 

Design and technology Grade 3 Grade 3 

Geography Grade 2 Grade 2 

Music Grade 2 Grade 2 

17 In the National Curriculum (NC) assessments over the last three years, most pupils 
at the end of both key stages have achieved the expected levels.   

18 In 2009, pupils' attainments in the NC assessments in key stage 1, according to 
teacher assessments, were higher than the county, national and family averages 
in Welsh, mathematics and science.  The percentage of pupils which attain the 
higher level, namely level 3, compares favourably with the national, county and 
family averages in Welsh and mathematics but was lower in science.  Overall, the 
general trends in performance show an improvement.  In comparison with similar 
schools in Wales, based on the percentage of pupils entitled to free school meals, 
pupils' attainments in 2009 placed them in the highest 25%.  Over the last three 
years, the results vary between the lowest 50% and the highest 25% of similar 
schools. 

19 In 2009, pupils' attainments in the NC assessments in key stage 2, according to 
teachers' assessments, were higher than county, national and family averages in 
Welsh, English, mathematics and science. The percentage of pupils which achieve 
the higher level, namely level 5, is also higher than national, county and family 
averages in each of the subjects. In comparison with other schools across Wales, 
based on the percentage of pupils entitled to receive free school meals, pupils' 
attainments placed them in the highest 50%.  Over the last three years, results 
overall have risen from the lowest 25% to the highest 50% of similar schools. 

20 In recent years, there has been continuous improvement in the school's results.  In 
most years, variations can be seen between the performance of boys and that of 
the girls, with the performance of boys overall exceeding that of the girls. 

21 The overall quality of the educational provision for children under five years of age 
is appropriate to their needs and the children make good progress towards the 
Foundation Phase outcomes. 

22 Children under five make good progress in gaining thinking, communication, 
numeracy and ICT skills.  All children settle in well to the school's routines and 
take part enthusiastically in their activities. 

23 In both key stages, there are good features in the standards and progress of pupils 
in using thinking, communication, numeracy and ICT skills across the curriculum.  
They use these skills consistently in their work across the subjects.  Even so, 
examples of extended writing in Welsh across the curriculum are few. 

24 At an appropriate level, pupils are aware of their individual targets.  Older pupils 
can discuss the specific strengths and weaknesses in their work sensibly.  Overall, 
however, pupils' ability to identify the ways forward to improve the quality of their 
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work is at an early stage of development.  The school has identified this aspect 
appropriately as an area for further development. 

25 Pupils' progress in their bilingual proficiency is good with outstanding features.  By 
the end of key stage 2, most pupils communicate easily in both languages. Older 
pupils speak Welsh in a particularly mature way.  

26 Pupils have a very good awareness of the Cwricwlwm Cymreig as demonstrated in 
their work in subjects such as music, geography and history.  Through their studies 
across the curriculum, they also show a good awareness of the social and cultural 
traditions of other countries. 

27 Pupils' behaviour has outstanding features.  Pupils are friendly and courteous and 
this responsible attitude has a positive effect on the progress they make. 

28 The average attendance for pupils over the three terms prior to the inspection was 
93.6%, which is compatible with the national averages.  Almost all pupils attend 
regularly.  They arrive at the school promptly and the daily timetable is 
implemented smoothly. 

29 There are outstanding features in pupils' spiritual, moral and cultural development.  
Through the curriculum, collective worship sessions, circle time and school council 
activities, pupils gain a secure understanding of spiritual and moral issues. 

30 Throughout the school, pupils show very good progress in their personal and 
social skills.  They work together very effectively in pairs, groups and as a whole 
class.  The very good relationships between the staff and pupils support this 
development.  Pupils show a good awareness of equal opportunities, and respect 
towards diversity within their school, their community and the wider world. 

31 Pupils have a good knowledge of community life in their area and contribute to 
many local events. Through visits, links with local businesses and the contribution 
of visitors, they also have a general awareness of the world of work. 

The quality of teaching and training 

Grades for teaching 

32 In the lessons observed, the quality of teaching was as follows: 

Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 

22% 68% 10% 0% 0% 

33 Overall, the above figures are better than those of the previous inspection and are 
higher than the national findings as reported in HMCI's Annual Report for 2008-
2009 which states that the quality of teaching is good or better (Grade 1 and 2) in 
85% of lessons, with 17% of these being judged a Grade 1. 

34 The good and outstanding features of the teaching observed include lively and 
stimulating presentations, high expectations of pupils and extremely effective use 
of creative teaching techniques.  The few shortcomings in the teaching include 
tasks that don't always offer pupils sufficient challenge.   

35 Teachersô planning contains clear lesson objectives and appropriate information 
on the nature of the activities.  Even so, there is not always sufficient attention to 
ensuring continuity and progression in the subject skills and concepts introduced, 
and to making sure that tasks correspond to the learning needs of pupils in classes 
of mixed ages and abilities.  
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36 Good features outweigh shortcomings in the assessment, recording and reporting 
on pupils' progress.  Teachers assess pupils' progress fairly, accurately and 
regularly.  However, the quality of marking across the school, with regard to 
responding to pupils' work and clearly identifying the way forward for them, is 
inconsistent.  Other initiatives to develop pupils' involvement in assessing their 
own learning are not fully embedded.  The school has appropriately identified 
these issues as areas for further development in the school development plan. 
(SDP). 

37 A broad, balanced and relevant curriculum is provided, which meets statutory 
requirements and is open to all pupils.  It is enhanced by a range of experiences, 
activities and visits that reinforce and enrich the learning.  Good use is made of 
visits to places of educational interest and of the contribution of visitors to the 
school. 

38 Pupils' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is promoted successfully.  
Acts of collective worship contribute well to pupils' spiritual development and their 
understanding of moral issues.  Pupils receive good opportunities to undertake 
responsibilities at the school. 

39 The school places much emphasis on equal opportunities for all, whatever their 
background, ability, race or gender.  Pupils are taught to recognise and respect 
ethnic and cultural diversity. 

40 There is a strong Welsh ethos throughout the school.  Promoting pupils' bilingual 
skills is an outstanding feature of the provision.  Pupils have regular opportunities 
of good quality to nurture and develop their skills.  Welsh culture and heritage 
features well in many curricular subjects and in the general life of the school. 

41 Partnerships with the parents and the community are a good feature of the 
provision.  The Parents and Teachers Association (PTA) is very active in arranging 
activities in order to buy resources, such as a harp, and to fund the adventure 
course.  There are very productive links with primary schools in the cluster and 
with the relevant secondary schools. 

42 There are good features in the quality of the pastoral care, support and guidance 
offered to pupils.  This is an inclusive school, which pays good attention to the 
welfare of pupils.  This impacts successfully on their learning and the standards 
they achieve.  Clear policies and procedures for health and safety are 
implemented, including fire prevention and first aid.  There is an appropriate policy 
for child protection and all staff are aware of its guidance.  Supervision during 
break times is good and risk assessments are undertaken before trips and visits. 

43 There are good features in the provision for pupils with SEN, which conforms fully 
to the requirements of the Code of Practice.  Teachers and staff know the pupils 
very well and this is a strength.  Pupils with SEN are fully included in the life and 
work of the school and they make good progress. 

Leadership and management 

44 The headteacher's leadership and management are good.  She has a clear vision 
regarding the school's future direction and the steps required to ensure further 
improvement. All staff work together as a team, showing a common purpose, 
which serves the school well. 
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45 The SDP sets realistic objectives and targets based on the school's needs.  It 
offers a relevant agenda to move the school forward. 

46 There are appropriate strategies in place to evaluate the quality of provision and 
standards of achievement.  As part of the process, the subject co-ordinators 
produce useful reports which consider pupilsô achievements.  However, they do 
not always focus sufficiently directly on them.  

47 The governing body is very supportive of the school and makes a full contribution 
to its life and work.  Members have a good awareness of the school's current 
needs and they contribute effectively to the strategic planning process.  Members 
are regular visitors to the school but their role in monitoring standards and the 
quality of teaching are insufficiently developed. 

48 The school has successfully addressed the key issues in the previous report.  A 
self-evaluation process is establishing well and there are good links between the 
process and the SDP. 

49 The management and use of resources is good.  There is a sufficient supply of 
teachers with the relevant qualifications to undertake the school's work.  They are 
well supported by a team of support staff. There has been good investment in 
resources and equipment and they are used effectively to support pupils' learning.  
Overall, the accommodation is sufficient for the numbers on roll and the school 
makes full use of it and of the learning facilities, including the playing areas and 
the field. 

50 The school's budget and the grants received, including a grant for the family of 
schools, are used well.  The school's spending decisions are linked well with its 
plans for development.  The headteacher and the governors review expenditure 
regularly, and the school support officer makes an important contribution in this 
context.  The school provides good value for money. 

 

Recommendations 

In order to develop further, the school needs to: 

R1 raise standards in design and technology in both key stages; 

R2 build on the good practice in order to strengthen pupils' writing skills in Welsh 
throughout the curriculum; 

R3 involve pupils more in assessing their own progress and development; and 
improve the consistency of effective marking throughout the school;* 

R4   develop curricular planning to strengthen continuity and progression in the 
learning and ensure that tasks offer pupils appropriate challenge in classes of 
mixed ages and ability;  

R5 adapt the self-evaluation procedures to focus more on monitoring standards, 
and develop the role of the governing body in the evaluation process.* 

* These issues have been identified to receive attention in the school development plan. 

The governing body is responsible for amending its current development plan to 
incorporate action in response to the recommendations within 45 working days of receiving 
the report, showing what the school is going to do about the recommendations.  This plan, 
or a summary of it, will be circulated to all parents at the school. 
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Standards 

Key Question 1:  How well do learners achieve? 

Grade 2:  Good features and no important shortcomings 

51 The findings of the inspection team match the judgement of the school in its self-
evaluation report. 

52 Pupils make consistent progress in gaining new skills, understanding and knowledge 
and succeed in achieving the agreed learning objectives and goals.  They succeed 
whatever their social or linguistic background. 

53 In the lessons inspected, pupils' standards of achievement are as follows: 

Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 

14% 77% 9% 0% 0% 

54 The percentage of good and better standards is slightly higher than the findings of the 
previous inspection.  It is also higher than the national findings published in HMCI's 
latest Annual Report for 2008-2009, which states that standards in primary schools in 
Wales are Grade 1 or 2 in 85% of lessons, with 12% of them being a Grade 1. 

The Foundation Phase 

55 In the six areas of learning inspected, children's standards of achievement are as 
follows: 

Area of learning Nursery Reception 

Personal and social development, wellbeing and 
cultural development  

Grade 2 Grade 2 

Language, literacy and communication skills Grade 2 Grade 2 

Mathematical development  Grade 2 Grade 2 

Knowledge and understanding of the world Grade 2 Grade 2 

Creative development  Grade 2 Grade 2 

Physical development Grade 2 Grade 2 

Grades for standards in the subjects inspected 

56 In key stages 1 and 2, pupils' standards of achievement in the subjects inspected are 
as follows: 

Subject Key Stage 1 Key Stage 2 

Science Grade 2 Grade 2 

Information and communications technology Grade 2 Grade 2 

Design and technology Grade 3 Grade 3 

Geography Grade 2 Grade 2 

Music Grade 2 Grade 2 

57 In 2009, pupils' attainments in the NC assessments in key stage 1, according to 
teacher assessment, were higher than the county, national and family averages in 
Welsh, mathematics and science.  The percentage of pupils who attained the higher 
level, namely level 3, was higher than the national and family averages and 
compatible with the county in Welsh, higher than all in mathematics and lower than all 
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in science.  Overall, the general trends in performance show an improvement.  In 
comparison with similar schools in Wales, based on the percentage of pupils entitled 
to free school meals, pupils' attainments placed them in the highest 50% in Welsh and 
science and in the highest 25% in mathematics.  Over the last three years, the overall 
results vary between the lowest 50% and the highest 25% of similar schools.  During 
the last two years, boys have performed better than the girls in each subject.  
Specifically identified is the large increase in the number of boys achieving level 3 in 
Welsh. 

58 In 2009, pupils' attainments in the NC assessments in key stage 2, according to 
teachers' assessments, were higher than the county, national and family averages in 
English, mathematics and science.  They were higher than the national and family 
averages in Welsh but lower than the county averages.  The percentage of pupils who 
achieve level 5 is higher than the national, county and family averages in each of the 
subjects. In comparison with other schools across Wales, based on the percentage of 
pupils entitled to receive free school meals, pupils' attainments in Welsh, English and 
science were in the highest 50% and in the lowest 50% in mathematics.  Trends in 
performance show substantial improvement.  Over the last three years, the core 
subject indicator has risen from the fourth to the second quartile.  Variation in the 
performance of boys and girls has been identified, with boys overall performing better 
than the girls. 

59 An analysis of NC assessment data shows that the percentage of year (Y) 6 pupils 
that are achieving levels 4/5 shows a good progress in comparison with their results 
when they were in Y2.  In both key stages, pupils with SEN make good progress in 
attaining the targets set for them. 

60 The overall quality of the educational provision for children under five years of age is 
appropriate to their needs and the children make good progress towards the 
Foundation Phase outcomes. 

61 Children under five make good progress in the key skills of thinking, numeracy, 
communication and ICT skills.  A few children in the reception class achieve very well 
in aspects of their linguistic development.  Children's creative and problem solving 
skills are also developing well. 

62 In both key stages, there are good features in the standards and progress of pupils in 
thinking, communication, numeracy and ICT skills across the curriculum.  In both key 
stages, pupils' standards in Welsh communication skills across the curriculum are 
good.  Most pupils speak confidently and fluently when discussing their work.  Pupils 
make appropriate use of their reading skills to find information.  They write for a range 
of purposes but examples of extended writing across the curriculum are few.  In key 
stage 2, pupils' communication skills in English are developing consistently across the 
key stage. 

63 In both key stages, pupils use their ICT skills confidently to gather information and to 
handle and record their work in different aspects of the curriculum.  They also use 
their numeracy skills effectively to undertake tasks across the subjects. 

64 Pupils' standards in their bilingual proficiency are good with outstanding features.  By 
the end of key stage 2, most pupils communicate easily in both languages. Older 
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pupils speak Welsh in a particularly mature way. There are very good features in 
pupils' knowledge of Welsh culture and heritage.  They also show good understanding 
of the social and cultural traditions of other beliefs and cultures. 

65 Overall, pupils' learning skills are developing well.  Pupils throughout the age ranges 
make good use of thinking skills in aspects of their work in subjects such as 
mathematics.  Most pupils develop the ability and confidence to work on their tasks 
independently. 

66 There are outstanding features in pupils' spiritual, moral and cultural development.  
Through the curriculum, collective worship, circle time and school council activities, 
pupils gain a secure understanding of spiritual and moral issues.  Pupils also display 
a secure understanding of equal opportunities and each pupil receives the same 
opportunity to participate in the school's activities. 

67 Pupils' attitudes towards their learning, the interest they show in their work and their 
ability to concentrate are good.  They work hard in lessons and readily join in the wide 
range of activities provided for them.  They make good progress towards attaining 
their potential and are ready for the nest stage in their learning. 

68 Throughout the school, pupils show very good progress in their personal and social 
skills.  They work very effectively in pairs, as groups and as a whole class.  They 
respect the opinions and contributions of others. 

69 At an appropriate level, older pupils can discuss the specific strengths and 
weaknesses in their work sensibly.  The younger pupils understand what they are 
doing and can discuss the tasks which they enjoy.  Overall, pupils' ability to 
understand what they need to do to improve the standards of their work is 
insufficiently developed.  Appropriately, the school has identified this aspect as an 
area for further development. 

70 Pupils' standards of behaviour have outstanding features.  Pupils move around the 
school in an orderly manner, showing effective self-discipline.  This responsible 
attitude has a positive effect on the progress they make. 

71 The average attendance over the three terms prior to the inspection was 93.6%.  This 
is compatible with the national percentages.  Most pupils attend school regularly and 
are punctual at the beginning of the school day. 

72 Pupils have a good knowledge of community life in their area and contribute to many 
local events. Through visits, links with local businesses and the contribution of 
visitors, they also have general awareness of the world of work. They develop their 
entrepreneurial skills appropriately through activities such as running the school fruit 
shop and making items to sell for profit in school fairs.  

 

The quality of education and training 

Key Question 2: How effective are teaching, training and assessment? 

Grade 2:  Good features and no important shortcomings 

73 The findings of the inspection team match the judgement of the school in its self-
evaluation report. 
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74 In the lessons observed, the quality of teaching was as follows: 

Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 

22% 68% 10% 0% 0% 

75 Overall, the above figures are better than those of the previous inspection and are 
higher than the national findings as reported in HMCI's Annual Report for 2008-2009 
which states that the quality of teaching is good or better (Grade 1 and 2) in 85% of 
lessons, with 17% of these being judged a Grade 1. 

76 Where a Grade 1 was awarded to the teaching, the outstanding features observed 
include: 

 high expectations of pupils who are encouraged to achieve high standards; 

 lively and stimulating teaching and challenging activities; 

 highly successful use of subject knowledge in planning and supporting pupilsô 
learning;  

 extremely effective use of creative teaching techniques; and 

 excellent teacher/pupil interaction which enables pupils to explore issues in 
increasing depth. 

77 Where a Grade 2 was awarded to the teaching, the good features observed include:  

 clear objectives that are shared with the pupils; 

 good opportunities for pupils to enquire which stimulates and maintains their 
interest in the subject in question; 

 thorough presentations with clear explanations; 

 good questioning that encourages pupils to think and consider before offering 
answers; and 

 lessons that are well paced with effective use of group and pair activities.  

78 When there are a few shortcomings in the teaching, insufficient attention is given to 
ensuring that tasks offer appropriate challenge to enhance pupils' learning. 

79 An examination of pupils' work files shows the overuse of worksheets in a few 
classes, and the quality of the presentation of pupils' work varies across the school. 

80 Teachersô planning includes clear lesson objectives and appropriate information on 
the nature of activities.  Even so, sufficient attention is not always given to ensuring 
continuity and progression in subject skills and concepts, and to making sure that 
tasks correspond to the learning needs of pupils in classes of mixed ages and ability. 

81 The outstanding working relationship between the teachers and the pupils promotes 
effective learning.  Teachers and support staff treat pupils equally, whatever their 
gender, race or ability. 

82 Through on-going training, teachers are knowledgeable in the subjects they teach and 
of the Foundation Phase outcomes.  They us a variety of teaching strategies and a 
range of relevant resources to offer pupils good learning experiences. 
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83 Teachers use very effective strategies to extend pupils' bilingual competence.  The 
Cwricwlwm Cymreig and the emphasis on Welsh culture are prominent features in all 
aspects of school life.  Every opportunity is taken to develop the Welsh dimension 
within subjects such as art and design, music and geography. 

84 Teachers challenge stereotypical images and opinions successfully and all pupils are 
encouraged to actively contribute to the wide range of activities provided.  Teachers 
monitor and review their pupils' work regularly. 

85 In assessment, recording and reporting on pupils' progress, good features outweigh 
shortcomings.  There is a comprehensive revised policy that provides clear guidance 
and there are appropriate systems for providing information to those who have a valid 
interest in pupils' progress and achievements.  The school is developing its 
assessment procedures and introducing new strategies which are not yet fully 
embedded.  

86 The school satisfies statutory requirements with regard to assessment and recording 
pupils' progress and achievements.  Baseline assessments and end of key stage 
assessments are undertaken effectively. 

87 Baseline assessments are undertaken with the under-fives in accordance with the 
LA's programme and there are appropriate procedures in place for identifying their 
progress and development regularly across the areas of learning.  There are also very 
effective procedures for assessing and recording the progress of pupils who have 
SEN. 

88 In both key stages, the assessment of pupils' progress is undertaken regularly.  
Standardised tests are used to track pupils' performance and progress in language 
and mathematics.  These are reinforced by an internal assessment in the core 
subjects, including science, which is undertaken each term.  Procedures for assessing 
pupils' progress in the foundation subjects are more informal. 

89 In both key stages, good use is made of the data produced by baseline assessments, 
termly assessments and end of key stage assessments in the core subjects to set 
pupils' targets and identify strengths and aspects to be developed.  When they are in 
Y1 and Y5, realistic and ambitious end of key stage targets are predicted for pupils.  
End of key stage results show that these are much nearer to the ambitious targets at 
the end of key stage 2 in some subjects.  The school understands the need to refine 
further the target setting process in science. 

90 The school works closely with the family of primary and secondary schools in order to 
create portfolios of levelled work in the core subjects.  This collaborative method 
strengthens the moderation and standardising of pupils' standards of achievement, 
including the transition stage at the end of key stage 2. 

91 The system or recording test results is used to track pupils' progress and there are 
appropriate structures for identifying pupils who are underachieving. 

92 Aspects relating to assessment are referred to in the short-term planning and in the 
best examples, the evidence produced is used to plan clearly for pupils of all ages 
and abilities. 
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93 The focus on assessment for learning strategies is an aspect that is developing at the 
school and is one of the priorities identified in the SDP for further development.  
Lesson objectives are discussed well with pupils and they are given appropriate oral 
feedback on their achievements in relation to these objectives.  However, the quality 
of marking across the school, with regard to responding to pupils' work as well as 
clearly identifying the way forward for them, is inconsistent.   

94 Personal targets are set termly in language, mathematics and pupils' overall 
development and these are shared with the parents.  There are good procedures for 
involving pupils in the process of setting their targets and evaluating the progress they 
make in relation to the targets set. Extending pupilsô self-assessment skills further is 
appropriately included in the schoolôs development plan.  

95 The annual report to parents meets statutory requirements.  They outline pupils' skills 
and achievements in each subject and these are of a good standard, especially in the 
core subjects.  Specific targets are identified clearly for further development in the 
core subjects.  Parents receive opportunities to respond in writing to the reports. 

96 Parents appreciate the school's open door policy and the opportunities to discuss 
their children's progress and achievements. 

 

Key Question 3: How well do the learning experiences meet the needs and 
interests of learners and the wider community? 

Grade 2:  Good features and no important shortcomings 

97 The findings of the inspection team match the judgement of the school in its self-
evaluation report. 

98 The school provides a broad, varied and flexible programme of activities that are 
exciting and meet the needs and interests of pupils well.  The school's inclusive ethos 
ensures that all pupils have access, including those with SEN. 

99 Planning for the children under five provides a supply of rich experiences that 
promote learning through play and ensure that the principles of the Foundation Phase 
are introduced effectively.  Classes in key stage 1, that at times operate as mixed age 
classes, are beginning to introduce the Foundation Phase, but the planning does not 
always ensure sufficient coherency and continuity in the learning. 

100 The schemes of work for key stage 2 are being revised to take into consideration the 
new Curriculum and the Skills Framework.  Planning is based on themes that are 
common to two age groups and as a result, tasks are not always sufficiently 
differentiated to ensure appropriate progression, and extend the learning for pupils, 
especially the more able pupils. 

101 Planning pays appropriate attention to promoting pupils' basic and key skills.  Suitable 
procedures are implemented to promote these skills although the focus on aspects, 
such extended writing, are uneven across the school.  Pupils are given regular 
opportunities to use their thinking skills and their problem solving skills in pairs and 
groups.  A DVD has been prepared by pupils that shows their skills being applied 
confidently. 
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102 A range of visitors, including the police, fire service, ministers and members of the 
community, enrich pupils' experiences very effectively.  Visits are arranged to a 
variety of places such as the Second World War museum, Cardiff Bay, Llancaeach 
Fawr, galleries and places of worship, and teachers plan purposefully for these visits. 

103 Amongst the extra-curricular activities provided are lunchtime clubs and activities that 
include an outstanding range of experiences such as sports and drama.  Involvement 
with the Urdd at the school offers pupils good opportunities to compete and refine 
their skills in sporting activities, dance, quiz, oral and musical presentations, against 
other schools.  The school is successful locally, regionally and nationally in the Urdd 
Eisteddfodau.  The opportunity to perform in a home for the elderly and places of 
worship in the community makes a very good contribution to pupils' social 
development. 

104 Provision for pupils' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is an outstanding 
feature.  Sessions of collective worship conform to statutory requirements and provide 
pupils with an opportunity to reflect on the main messages of the assembly.  There is 
a special ethos and a number of inspiring hymns are sung.  During the inspection, a 
prominent place was given to disseminating the Urdd's goodwill message. 

105 The ethos and rules of the school and classes promote sound values, and the 
provision for personal and social education (PSE) reinforces moral attitudes, such as 
honesty, and ensures that pupils receive valuable guidance.  A particular feature is 
the way that older pupils take their responsibilities within the school seriously and the 
way that the school celebrates the successes of each pupil. 

106 The numerous opportunities pupils have to raise substantial sums of money for a 
number of different charities, such as the NSPCC and Marie Curie, make an important 
contribution towards raising their awareness of their responsibilities as citizens.  
Through measuring the water used in the building, they are contributing generously to 
Christian Aid through Aqua Aid.  Pupils in Y6 can grade virtues that make a good 
leader, using their discussion skills effectively.  This was highlighted further when 
pupils expressed interesting opinions at the time of the mock election that was held. 

107 There is a very secure Welsh ethos throughout the school and pupils' cultural 
development is being nurtured effectively throughout their time at the school.  The 
Cwricwlwm Cymreig, which reflects national guidelines, receives a prominent place in 
a number of subjects, including music, history and geography, and in extra-curricular 
activities.  Special days that promote Welsh culture are celebrated, such as St 
Dwynwen's day and Owain GlyndȐr day, and pupils are made aware of famous 
people and heroes in their country.  In addition, the organisation of multicultural days 
succeeds well in making make pupils aware of other cultures. 

108 Promoting pupils' bilingual skills is an outstanding feature of the provision.  Pupils 
have regular opportunities of good quality to nurture and develop their oral, reading 
and writing skills in Welsh in a supportive and stimulating environment.  Strategies 
such as a 'gold ticket' are used effectively to promote the use of spoken Welsh. 

109 Good partnerships exist with the parents.  In the pre-inspection meeting and in the 
questionnaires, parents expressed their satisfaction with the relationship between the 
school and the home.  They receive information by means of a colourful prospectus, 
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an end of year report and an appropriate website, which includes interesting bilingual 
details about the term's calendar, themes and study areas, activities and school 
successes.  The PTA is active in arranging activities in order to buy resources, such 
as a harp, and to fund the adventure course.  There are very productive links with 
primary schools in the cluster and with the relevant secondary schools. 

110 The school plays a vital part in the life of the community and individuals regularly 
come into the school to help with activities, such as extending pupils' musical skills 
and reading, which is an important contribution.  The school is part of a cluster of 
schools that work closely together in order to develop aspects of the curriculum.  For 
example, Y6 pupils attend a Music Quest day at the Brangwyn Hall and schools from 
the cluster come together to perform in front of an audience of parents at Ysgol Gyfun 
GȐyr.  

111 There are outstanding partnerships with the secondary school.  There are extended 
link programmes locally and through transition lessons at the Llangrannog camp. 
French lessons are also arranged for Y6 pupils. The SEN transfer support is a strong 
feature. 

112 Pupils' awareness of the world of work is promoted appropriately in multi-agency 
days, where pupils become aware of the work of various services.  Teachers have not 
undertaken a recent placement in business or industry with a view to improving their 
professional development and enriching the curricular provision for pupils. 

113 Planned strategies are implemented to enable pupils to develop their entrepreneurial 
skills.  Pupils have the experience of running the fruit shop and they develop design 
ideas and create items which are then sold in the summer and winter fairs.  Produce 
was sold from Y1 and Y2's productive garden, for example, making a profit.  Pupils' 
framed artwork was also sold with the profit going towards buying resources for the 
classes.   

114 There are good features to the quality of the provision for education for global 
citizenship and sustainability.  The eco council is enthusiastic and conscientious in its 
efforts to ensure that the school community is aware of sustainable aspects.  
Members effectively ensure that recycling occurs regularly and they check and gather 
date regarding energy waste. 

115 Pupils receive good opportunities to become aware of global citizenship and the 
multicultural day that is arranged, together with the activities arising from the 
curriculum, such as links with a family from Patagonia, promote their understanding 
effectively. 

116 The schools provision gives good consideration to national priorities and initiatives for 
lifelong learning and community regeneration.  There is a good focus on promoting 
good attitudes towards learning, nurturing learning and collaborative skills, as well as 
ensuring equal opportunities. 

Key Question 4: How well are learners cared for, guided and supported? 

Grade 2:  Good features and no important shortcomings 

117 The findings of the inspection team match the judgement of the school in its self-
evaluation report. 
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118 The quality of the care, support and guidance offered to pupils is good.  Pupils are 
happy at the school and a close relationship exists between the pupils and each other 
and with the staff.  The school makes good use of support services, and parents are 
given plenty of opportunities to talk with the headteacher and the teachers when 
needed in order to provide a good level of support for pupils.  Parents' opinions are 
considered and promote effective partnership.  Parents' questionnaires show their 
positive approval of the school's work. 

119 The school council works effectively and acts in accordance with current guidelines.  
Members meet regularly, ensure a clear voice for other pupils and take their 
responsibilities seriously, contributing towards strategies that include raising money 
for worthy causes such as the Haiti Hat Appeal. 

120 Good support is given to new pupils.  Sound induction arrangements ensure that they 
settle in quickly at the school.  For example, a Smot Picnic is arranged for the new 
children and appropriate booklets are distributed that include comprehensive 
information.  Children settle in quickly and the non Welsh-speaking parents speak 
highly of the way that children and parents are welcomed.  A language promotion 
booklet is provided which is of help to non-Welsh speaking parents. 

121 The transfer arrangements with the secondary school are detailed and 
comprehensive and there is a good relationship and effective collaboration with other 
schools in the cluster. 

122 There are clear procedures and a policy for promoting PSE, and the activities in 
philosophy lessons and circle time provide good opportunities for the teachers to 
discuss any issues with pupils.  This is promoted further by input from the police 
liaison officer.  The quality of relationships within the school is good and this 
contributes substantially towards developing pupils' self-respect and confidence. 

123 The 'Cyfeillion CȐl make an important contribution in caring and taking responsibility 
through solving minor problems and caring for younger children during break time and 
lunch time.  They show empathy for their feelings. 

124 The school's attendance monitoring procedures are good, and there is a good 
relationship with the county welfare officer.  Parents are regularly reminded of their 
responsibility with regard to attendance and punctuality.  Registration conforms to 
statutory requirements. 

125 The school monitors pupils' performance and provides appropriate educational 
guidance according to the need of individual pupils, whatever their social, educational 
or linguistic background. 

126 The school effectively ensures the healthy development, safety and welfare of its 
pupils.  Pupils' awareness of the importance of drinking water, eating healthily and 
physical fitness are promoted very well.  Pupils in Y6 receive cycling lesson and good 
use is made of the adventure course.  The school has completed the second 
accreditation within the Healthy Schools' scheme. 

127 A policy for health and safety is implemented appropriately and the majority of staff 
have received first aid training.  Risk assessments are undertaken for every 
educational visit.  During the inspection, an issue currently receiving the schoolôs 
attention was discussed further.  



Report by Dorothy Evelyn Morris 
Ysgol Gynradd Gymraeg Y Login Fach, 17/05/10 

16 

128 A clear policy for child protection is implemented which identifies the appropriate 
arrangements.  Specific members of staff and a designated governor oversee this 
important aspect.  All staff and governors receive training in child protection issues 
and are fully aware of the correct procedures to follow. 

129 The provision for pupils with SEN is good and conforms fully to the requirements of 
the Code of Practice for SEN.  Individual needs are identified early, and the school 
acts promptly in responding to them.  The individual educational plans are detailed 
with realistic and achievable targets.  The school works closely with parents and 
external agencies, such as the educational psychologist and the speech therapist, in 
implementing the plans. 

130 Pupils with SEN receive very effective support from the SEN coordinator (SENCo).  
The support programmes, based on 'withdrawal', correspond well to their learning 
needs, and full records are kept of pupils' progress in these sessions.  There is good 
collaboration with support staff. A few of them have attended further training in 
aspects of SEN. 

131 Various strategies are used to meet the different needs of individuals throughout the 
school, and underachievement receives due attention.  Intervention strategies, such 
as Dyfal Donc, are used well by support staff who have received further training in this 
approach. 

132 Appropriate measures are implemented to eliminate oppressive behaviour, bullying 
and other forms of harassment.   Positive behaviour management is used very 
effectively to reinforce good behaviour. 

133 The SENCo works closely with the behaviour support team when there is a need and  
there are specific guidelines for responding to incidents of misbehaviour.  Good use is 
made of the reward and praise system and rules are discussed within the class and 
during assemblies.  Behaviour is referred to in the home-school agreement and 
liaison between the parents and the school is encouraged.  The conscientious way 
that the Cyfeillion CȐl undertake their work contributes well towards creating a happy, 
unified atmosphere within the school. 

134 The school implements its equal opportunities policy firmly.  Boys and girls have equal 
opportunities in all the school's activities and the inclusive atmosphere and the feeling 
of belonging to the school community, is respected. 

135 The school recognises and respects diversity.  This is introduced through the 
curriculum and class discussions.  Multi-racial characters from familiar reading books 
are used on posters around the school to promote diversity. 

136 The school has a Disability Equality Plan and an action plan that provide practical 
information regarding the general provision.  The school has taken steps to ensure 
that pupils, parents or staff with disabilities are not treated less favourably. 
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Leadership and management 

Key Question 5: How effective are leadership and strategic management? 

Grade 2:  Good features and no important shortcomings 

137 The findings of the inspection team match the judgement of the school in its self-
evaluation report. 

138 The headteacher's leadership and management are good.  She has a clear vision 
regarding the school's future direction and of what is needed to ensure further 
improvement.  Her strong commitment to the development of each pupil, and to 
improving standards, is known to staff, governors and parents and is clearly reflected 
in the school's work. 

139 All members of staff at the school work together very effectively and there is a strong 
sense of mutual support in order to fulfil the school's expectations. 

140 The deputy headteacher and Foundation Phase co-ordinator support the headteacher 
well in implementing the schoolôs programme for development in areas such as the 
curriculum, teaching and learning. They are good role models for colleagues.  The 
subject coordinators work hard to support their colleagues through providing advice 
and guidance, monitoring and evaluating the provision, and sharing good practice. 

141 The school pays good consideration to local and national priorities.  It has gained 
Basic Skills Quality Mark status, the BECTA Quality Mark Certificate, and through the 
Healthy Schools initiative is successfully developing pupils' understanding of healthy 
eating and living habits.  Planning is developing to reflect the needs of the revised 
curriculum and the Foundation Phase. 

142 The good collaboration with a number of local and county partners, such as the family 
of local schools, colleges and secondary schools, contributes well towards enriching 
the curriculum, promoting appropriate continuity in the educational provision, and 
enhancing the professional development of staff.  

143 There are suitable structures in place for improving staff performance.  Team 
discussions and collaborative planning promote their development and contribute to 
the work of improving pupils' standards of achievement. 

144 The school is implementing performance management procedures in line with 
statutory requirements.  There is a strong commitment to ensuring that the 
professional development of staff continues. It is guided by teachers' professional 
needs together with the school's developmental priorities. 

145 The SDP sets appropriate targets in a range of aspects and the priorities identified in 
the plan are current.  Effective processes are in place for setting and reviewing 
targets. 

146 The governing body meets regularly and fulfils its managerial and legal 
responsibilities.  Due attention is paid to statutory requirement in preparing and 
implementing whole-school policies.  The school has appropriate arrangements for 
dealing with appeals and complaints. 
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147 The governing body is very supportive of all the school's work.  Members have a clear 
understanding of their roles and responsibilities and they contribute well to strategic 
planning processes.   

148 The governing body is well informed of the school's work through the written and 
verbal reports provided by the headteacher.  Individual members are regular visitors 
to the school but the role of the governing body in monitoring the quality of the 
provision and standards is insufficiently developed. 

 
Key Question 6: How well do leaders and managers evaluate and improve quality 

and standards? 

Grade 2:  Good features and no important shortcomings 

149 The findings of the inspection team match the judgement of the school in its self-
evaluation report. 

150 Self-evaluation and the efforts towards continuous improvement are features that 
receive good attention in the school's daily life.  The headteacher, governors and staff 
are committed to improving standards.  The findings of the inspection suggest, to a 
great degree, that they know well their strengths and the aspects for development. 

151 The evaluation arrangements gather the opinions of pupils, staff, parents and the LA's 
educational officers effectively.  All partners have the opportunity to express an 
opinion and offer suggestions on the quality of the provision directly or through 
questionnaires.  The school pays good attention to the comments made and acts 
upon them.  The direct contribution of governors in the process is less well developed. 

152 The school has clear strategies for evaluating the provision and standards, with a 
focus on gathering relevant information to move the school forward.   

153 The headteacher regularly and effectively monitors the teaching and teachers' 
development through procedures that include a focus on performance management.  
As part of their managerial responsibilities, the deputy headteacher and the 
Foundation Phase co-ordinator contribute well through monitoring teachers' weekly 
planning.  Teachers in turn regularly reflect on their teaching and the pupils' 
achievements and, on the whole, use the information effectively in further planning. 

154 Subject co-ordinators make an effective contribution to self-evaluation and planning 
for improvement through gathering information from a number of sources in their 
specific subjects.  They evaluate aspects relating to planning and the supply of 
resources.  They also gather information through studying workbooks, discussions 
with pupils and through observing sections of lessons during the day allocated for this 
purpose. 

155 Subject co-ordinators produce useful reports that identify strengths and aspects for 
development.  These observations are shared with colleagues and also with the 
governors.  Although reports give consideration to pupils' achievements, they do not 
always concentrate sufficiently on standards. 

156 Under the leadership of the deputy, the school makes good use of evidence produced 
by teacher assessments, standardised tests and continuous assessment.  The data is 
analysed well but the targets set for classes at the end of key stage 2 are not always 
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close enough to the levels that pupils attain, especially in science.  Governors are 
made aware of benchmarking statistics and the main findings of the results analysis, 
and they have opportunities to discuss the targets set by teachers. 

157 There is a good focus on areas for development in the SDP, which mainly 
concentrates on one academic year at a time.  This document identifies needs and 
responsibilities, financial obligations as well as time obligations.  It is a useful 
document that includes references to success criteria.  The headteacher and 
governors ensure that appropriate resources are provided to support the efforts to 
attain the targets.  A good feature in this context is the headteacherôs constant 
evaluation of the progress made towards achieving the targets set. 

158 During recent years, the self-evaluation process has led to establishing a number of 
important priorities, and many of them, including the focus on developing ICT and the 
Foundation Phase, have ensured clear improvements. 

159 The self-evaluation report produced by the school prior to the inspection is a useful 
document.  It concentrates on different aspects of the seven key questions that are 
the basis for inspection and offers a range of relevant information.  It identifies 
priorities and areas in need of development as well as those considered to be 
strengths.  The inspection team agreed with the school's judgements in each of the 
seven key questions. 

160 The school has successfully addressed the key issues included in the previous report. 
A self-evaluation process is establishing well and there are good links between the 
process and the SDP. 

 

Key Question 7: How efficient are leaders and managers in using resources? 

Grade 2:  Good features and no important shortcomings 

161 The findings of the inspection team match the judgement of the school in its self-
evaluation report. 

162 The overall quality of all the staff and the use made of them is good.  There is a 
sufficient supply of teaching staff, including some part-time, for the number of pupils 
at the school.  Teachers are appropriately qualified with a wide range of expertise.  
Planning for their deployment and the allocation of responsibilities is good. 

163 Teachers work together effectively as a team and good use is made of staff expertise 
in a number of areas including ICT, English, art and design and music.  Good use is 
made of the services of peripatetic teachers.  In addition, good use is made of the 
contribution of volunteers. 

164 There is appropriate investment in enthusiastic and effective classroom support staff 
who work effectively with the teachers. Ancillary staff also make a valuable 
contribution to the efficient running and overall quality of life in the school.  The job 
descriptions held by all members of staff give a clear outline of their responsibilities. 

165 Administrators and assistants are employed to reduce the teachers' workload through 
undertaking some of their administrative tasks, and there are effective arrangements 
in place for providing the necessary time for planning, preparation and assessment.  
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These arrangements make a good contribution overall towards extending pupilsô 
curricular experiences.  There are good procedures in place for supporting newly 
qualified teachers and students undertaking training, when required. 

166 Staff attend a good range of professional development programmes, including 
extended training at times, and these experiences have a positive effect on their skills 
and understanding. 

167 The quality of the buildings and site are good overall.  The classrooms offer sufficient 
space for teaching and learning and there is appropriate outdoor provision for the 
Foundation Phase.  Good use is made of the school hall for assemblies and for a 
range of lessons, although space is more limited in physical education lessons. Good 
use is made of the computer room and of the library.  Standards of cleanliness and 
maintenance are good. 

168 There is sufficient space on the outdoor playground for physical education lessons 
and play times.  The wasteland within the quiet area has been developed with flower 
borders, plants and trees to encourage pupils to grow flowers and vegetables.  During 
the summer term, a gardening club is held after school.  When weather permits, use 
is made of the village playing field which adjoins the school for athletics and games. 

169 Overall, good use is made of the building and the site and one of the school's 
strengths is the high standard of displays around the school which contributes greatly 
towards creating a stimulating environment. 

170 There is a good range of resources to support the curriculum; they are appropriate for 
the needs and age range.  There is a very good supply of resources for the children 
under five.  There is an interactive whiteboard in each classroom and an appropriate 
number of computers.  Overall, the use made of the resources is skilful and ensures 
that pupils receive good learning experiences. 

171 The schoolôs arrangements, with the support of the governing, ensure that resources 
match the school's priorities for development.  Regular reviews are undertaken to 
ensure the sufficiency and suitability of resources. 

172 Under the leadership of the headteacher and the very valuable contribution of the 
part-time administrative officer, the daily procedures operate effectively. 

173 The school's budget and the grants received, including a grant for the family of 
schools, are used well.  The school's spending decisions are linked well with the plans 
for development.  The sum kept in reserve is appropriately earmarked.  The 
headteacher and the governors review expenditure regularly and the school support 
officer makes an important contribution in this respect.  The fairly recent expenditure 
on the Foundation Phase and on ICT has made a good contribution to the provision.  
The school provides good value for money. 
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Standards achieved in subjects and areas of learning 

The Foundation Phase for children under five years old 

Personal and social development, wellbeing and cultural development 

Grade 2:  Good features and no important shortcomings 

Good features 

174 The nursery children settle in quickly at the school and after a short time, most 
develop into independent and confident individuals.  They understand the need to 
show fair play to all and that they must wait their turn.  Children in the reception 
behave very well and show a willingness to listen, concentrate and share.  During 
circle time and when listening to stories, children understand the importance of 
friendship and are aware of the welfare of others.  Nursery and reception children 
engage enthusiastically in the tasks set for them and sustain their effort. 

175 Nursery and reception children show a good level of independence and manage their 
personal hygiene effectively.  Most can put on their coats independently to go and 
play outside.  They show respect for the resources and help to tidy up after finishing a 
task.  They work together well in their play. 

176 Children respond positively to the opportunities for learning about other cultures 
through stories and creative activities.  They listen to simple stories from the Bible and 
offer prayers.  They celebrate the Christian festivals of Harvest Thanksgiving and 
Christmas and also begin to learn about other festivals such as Divali.  They also 
celebrate the Chinese New Year, Mr Urdd Day, Book Day and dress up in relevant 
clothes to celebrate European Day. 

Shortcomings 

177 There are no important shortcomings. 

Language, literacy and communication skills 

Grade 2:  Good features and no important shortcomings 

Good features 

178 Most children listen well to adults and their peers.  Nursery children understand Welsh 
and respond accurately overall to instructions and presentations.  Most reception 
children speak clearly, using familiar patterns and basic vocabulary.  A few individuals 
speak very well, and sustain a conversation confidently. 

179 The development of pupils' early reading skills is good.  Nursery and reception 
children listen well to stories and respond enthusiastically, joining in with the actions.  
They have much pleasure in books and treat them with care, turning the pages 
correctly.  Most reception children discuss pictures with a good awareness of detail, 
showing good recall of the stories they know.  Reception children recognise familiar 
letters and read words and simple sentences correctly.  A few read comparatively 
fluently and know the characters in a story well. 

180 Children's early writing skills are developing well.  Nursery children experiment and 
make marks and patterns, using a variety of media such as foam and sand.  Many 
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write letters and some individual words correctly.  Children in the reception class show 
a good awareness of the purposes of writing and record confidently in a range of role-
play situations.  The majority of older pupils develop to write more independently, 
forming simple sentences correctly. 

Shortcomings 

181 There are no important shortcomings. 

Mathematical development  

Grade 2:  Good features and no important shortcomings 

Good features 

182 Through their play, nursery children develop a consistent understanding of small 
numbers and can match and sort correctly according to colour and shape.  They can 
create a pattern and place objects in order.  They come to know and understand 
number value and can count to at least five. They know and name basic two-
dimensional shapes correctly.  They know many number rhymes and repeat them 
correctly. 

183 Children in the reception class count confidently, showing a good grasp of number 
order to at least 10 with the more able children counting to 20 and beyond.  They 
recognise numbers and can solve simple addition and subtraction problems correctly, 
including counting forwards.  They can identify the smallest number in a sequence and 
can match a digit and its symbol correctly.  They use different equipment to measure 
and understand many concepts relating to measurement such as long/short and 
heavy/light. They use mathematical language increasingly correctly.  They also 
understand the purpose of money as they use it in the café.  More able children 
recognise basic coins correctly. Most children can name a variety of two-dimensional 
shapes and some of the more familiar three-dimensional shapes.  They can read the 
clock to the hour correctly.   

Shortcomings 

184 There are no important shortcomings. 

Knowledge and understanding of the world 

Grade 2:  Good features and no important shortcomings 

Good features 

185 Children are confident as they explore and investigate both inside and outside.  
Nursery and reception children know the need to care for plants and animals.  They 
know that plants need earth, water and heat to grow. 

186 Reception children show curiosity and good observational skills as they discuss the 
similarities and differences between varieties of beans.  They use magnifying glasses 
effectively to help them.  They develop their knowledge of materials and their properties 
well, differentiating correctly between the hard, smooth, rough and transparent 
materials.  They know that some materials, such as chocolate, change when they are 
heated and cooled.  They also know which foods are included in a healthy diet.  They 
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describe the weather conditions in detail and speak sensibly of the appropriate clothes 
to wear.  Through visits, they develop knowledge about buildings in their community, 
including the post office.  They also know of the work of some people such as the 
policeman.  They have a secure awareness of the daily pattern of their school day.  

187 Most children use the computer and the interactive whiteboard confidently across a 
wide range of activities.  They can control programmable toys well to move and visit 
the houses of the three little pigs.  They make consistent use of the digital camera to 
record their work.  Reception children, for example, show good skills in using a range 
of symbols and good control of the mouse to create an electronic book on 'Jack and 
the Beanstalk'.  A few children draw a picture, write words, and with support, record a 
sentence to go with the story.  Examples of this work are of a high standard. 

Shortcomings 

188 There are no important shortcomings. 

Physical development 

Grade 2:  Good features and no important shortcomings 

Good features 

189 The nursery and reception children develop good manipulative skills and use a wide 
range of equipment confidently.  They include scissors, writing implements, crayons 
and paintbrushes.  Children of all ages print with different objects, model with clay and 
handle building blocks successfully. 

190 Reception children understand the rules and elements of games, playing simple, 
collective and competitive games.  During the outdoor physical education lessons, 
most children develop a god awareness of health, fitness and safety.  They all move 
in different ways, at different speeds and in different directions, showing good control 
and coordination, and good spatial awareness.  Nursery children make good use of 
space and express their ideas effectively when creating a sequence of movements to 
reflect spawn, tadpole and frog. 

Shortcomings 

191 There are no important shortcomings. 

Creative development 

Grade 2:  Good features and no important shortcomings 

Good features 

192 Nursery children know the main colours, and colour and paint with increasing control.  
They produce a variety of effective pictures and paintings.  Reception children work 
effectively with a wide range of different media to create colourful pictures, paintings, 
collages and prints.  Following a study of the work of the artist Van Gogh, nursery and 
reception children can produce their own work in response, for example, they can 
create their pictures of 'Sunflowers' with good detail.  There are examples of freehand 
pictures of a good standard by nursery and reception children.  They also use a range 
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of skills effectively to create moving puppets. At appropriate levels, children use their 
ICT skills confidently to create attractive pictures and patterns. 

193 During role-play situations, children undertake different roles confidently and interact 
effectively.  Reception children enjoy their experiences in the café and show 
confidence during role-play as a chef and a customer.  When planning and presenting 
a story out on the field, for example, they develop and work well with others, 
developing their ideas in a creative and extremely effective way. 

194 Children of all ages are familiar with, and enjoy singing a range of songs and rhymes, 
using actions when appropriate.  They sing tunefully and develop an increasing 
awareness of rhythm and beat.  They can investigate a range of sound sources and 
experiment with different ways of producing and arranging sounds.   

Shortcomings 

195 There are no important shortcomings. 

Science 

Key Stage 1: Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
Key Stage 2: Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 

Good features 

196 Pupils across key stage 1 concentrate well on the different parts of plants and through 
experimenting, most have a good awareness of what plants and flowers need in order 
to grow.  They develop a good knowledge of the habitats of small creatures around 
the school. 

197 A part of their work on growth in creatures, pupils in key stage 1 have a good 
knowledge of the different parts of an egg and of the life cycle of a hen.  Most display 
good skills in creating investigations that try to find the relationship between people's 
ages and their height. 

198 Most key stage 1 pupils have a good awareness of materials and their suitability for 
different purposes.  The majority experiment well in changing the shape and form of 
materials.  They have good knowledge of light sources and the importance of 
electricity in their lives.  Most Y2 pupils are aware of the need to have a complete 
circuit before bulbs will light. 

199 Pupils throughout key stage 2 have a good knowledge of the importance of electricity 
in their lives.  They know well about the different sources that produce electricity in 
order to respond to the increasing use of it.  Through experimenting, they develop a 
good understanding of the different types of electrical circuits and the use of switches 
to control them. 

200 Throughout the key stage, at appropriate levels, pupils experiment effectively into 
materials that conduct or insulate electricity, and the effect of different types of 
materials on light.  Pupils make good use of their ICT skills to help them, for example, 
to measure in detail how much light can pass through different materials. 

201 The majority of key stage 2 pupils develop a good understanding of how rocks were 
formed and use appropriate terminology in sorting them in different ways.  They know 
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that some types of stones erode quicker than others and that earths differ in their 
quality and properties.    

202 Pupils in Y5 make good use of keys as they gather information about small creatures 
and their habitats, including food in a puddle of water.  Pupils in Y6 develop a good 
understanding of the food chains as they broaden their knowledge of nature. 

203 Most pupils in Y6 research effectively into the circumstances that allow watercress to 
grow successfully.  As part of their work on plants, they have good knowledge about 
pollination and reproduction. 

204 Throughout key stage 2, most pupils develop good skills as they undertake 
investigations.  At appropriate levels, they show a secure awareness of the elements 
that contribute towards ensuring a fair test. 

Shortcomings 

205 A minority of key stage 2 pupils do not record their knowledge and their findings in 
relation to some aspects of their scientific work with sufficient variety and detail. 

Information and communications technology 

Key Stage 1: Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
Key Stage 2: Grade 1: Good with outstanding features 

Outstanding features 

206 Throughout key stage 2, most pupils acquire and use a very wide range of skills 
confidently, correctly and effectively in their work. 

207 Most pupils, throughout key stage 2, display very good skills in creating PowerPoint 
presentations relating to different subjects.  Pupils in Y4, for example, skilfully gather 
information from the web, selecting different aspects carefully and creating attractive 
posters whilst Y5 pupils create very useful information leaflets about castles and the 
local area. 

208 Pupils in Y6 display multi-media skills of a very high standard when creating a short 
film using animation techniques.  They evaluate and discuss the different steps 
involved in the process extremely effectively. 

209 Throughout key stage 2, pupils develop very capable skills as they transfer 
information/pictures from the web to specific programs and in creating detailed 
graphic models. 

Good features 

210 Throughout both key stages, pupils use the computer for a very good range of 
purposes and this has a very positive effect on the development of their skills.  When 
they have opportunities, they make good use of the interactive whiteboard to promote 
their skills further. 

211 At appropriate levels, pupils throughout both key stages use the digital camera to 
record their experiences in different subjects and link the pictures taken with other 
aspects of their work very skilfully. 
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212 Key stage 1 pupils make good use of specific programs to support their work in many 
subjects, including language, mathematics, and art and design.  They show effective 
skills, for example, in creating a sequence in relation to musical pieces and recording 
sounds. 

213 Most pupils display good skills as they give instructions to a robotic toy and in moving 
the turtle across the screen. 

214 In key stage 1, pupils achieve well as they use the word processor with increasing 
confidence to produce pieces of written work.  The majority develop good skills in 
using the mouse to move items from one part of the screed to another.  They also 
make good progress in opening, changing font, editing, printing and saving text.  
Pupils in Y2 begin to use cut, copy and paste techniques independently.  They use 
software confidently as they research the web and display appropriate techniques in 
presenting information. 

215 Throughout key stage 2, at appropriate levels, most pupils use databases very 
effectively to store and check information before entering it in order to create graphs 
and spreadsheets. 

216 Most pupils throughout key stage 2 make very good use of word processing skills to 
present different aspects of their work.  They can edit text through varying the fonts 
and the size of type and through copying, cutting and pasting.  They join and present 
text and pictures very effectively.  They are very confident users of e-mail. 

Shortcomings 

217 In key stage 1, pupils' skills in using basic databases to create simple graphs are 
limited. 

Design and technology 

Key Stage 1: Grade 3: Good features outweighing shortcomings 
Key Stage 2: Grade 3: Good features outweighing shortcomings 

Good features 

218 In both key stages, pupils design and make a range of products, using different 
materials. 

219 Pupils in both key stages use their marking, cutting and shaping skills appropriately, 
using suitable tools and techniques. 

220 In key stage 1, pupils respond appropriately to design briefs and use pictures and 
words to convey their initial ideas.  In planning and making a fruit kebab, they discuss 
their choice of fruits effectively.  They can also identify which materials and tools are 
needed to create a moving vehicle and a scarecrow.  More able pupils communicate 
the steps they need to follow clearly in order to finish their brief. 

221 Pupils in key stage 2 undertake relevant research into different products.  They use 
their ICT skills effectively to gather information and work well in groups to gather 
relevant facts.  For example, pupils in Y4 research and create different nets whilst 
pupils in Y6 research a range of shapes in order to create a secure structure suitable 
for making a bridge. 
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222 In key stage 2, pupils design and make a range of products, including picture frames, 
musical instruments, mobile animals, and different sandwiches.  Their plans show 
some detail and at times appropriate use of mathematical skills such as measuring.  
There are also some examples of suitable use of questionnaires to gather pupils' 
opinions.  In the context of the tasks completed, pupils can discuss their products and 
explain the making process sensibly. 

223 The majority of pupils in both key stages evaluate their products appropriately.  They 
record their opinion through writing short comments or through completing a work 
sheet and grading their opinion from one to five. 

Shortcomings 

224 In both key stages, the design and making skills of many pupils are not developing 
and improving consistently enough. 

225 Pupils' evaluation of their work and of the suggestions they make to improve their 
work is superficial in both key stages. 

Geography 

Key Stage 1: Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
Key Stage 2: Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 

Good features 

226 Pupils in key stage 1 show an increasing understanding of their local area and of 
foreign countries such as Botswana.  Following a story, they can compare some of 
the geographical features of Botswana with Wales.  When observing pictures, for 
example, they can effectively compare a quiet life in a rural place such as Botswana 
with their village. 

227 Pupils have a good understanding of the purpose of maps.  They succeed in using a 
map of Wales confidently to find specific places when following Clamp and Pitw's 
journey from Holyhead to Cardiff.  They know the location of France on a map of 
Europe, and when discussing the Chinese New Year, they locate the country on a 
map of the world, discussing some features of those countries, such as food, well. 

228 Pupils use geographical terms correctly as they search for natural and human 
features that they see when walking around the school site.  Pupils in Y1 select 
appropriate symbols to place on a sketch map and pupils in Y2 can create and place 
their own symbols correctly.  They display good skills in using co-ordinates to find 
locations on a map. 

229 In Y3 and Y4, pupils show good knowledge of their area, and when looking at 
contrasting maps and undertaking fieldwork, they can express an opinion of the 
changes that have taken place, such as the increase in the number of houses.  They 
can use the compass to locate visual features from the school site in order to create a 
signpost map.  Following research, they analyse their traffic survey effectively in 
graph form. 

230 Pupils in Y4 make good use of the web to research information about life in Paris, 
drawing useful comparisons between their own lives and life in France. 



Report by Dorothy Evelyn Morris 
Ysgol Gynradd Gymraeg Y Login Fach, 17/05/10 

28 

231 In Y5, pupils focus their study on Patagonia following welcoming a pupil from Trelew 
to the class.  As a result, they have good levels of knowledge of other environments, 
and extend their geographical vocabulary well. 

232 Pupils in Y5 and Y6 can discuss aspects and convey findings using ICT effectively 
when arranging and analysing information on a number of countries on the African 
continent.  They discuss the advantages and disadvantages of locations in Botswana 
well and use graphs confidently to compare the temperature and rainfall.  They 
extend their geographical vocabulary well when following a journey to the capital of 
Eritrea. 

233 In key stage 2, pupils are developing a good understanding of parts of Wales.  
Following a visit to Cardiff Bay and the use of various sources of information, such as 
aerial photographs, they note the human features and other changes over time in 
detail, expressing an opinion whether they are for better or for worse.  In handling 
data about temperature and wind direction, pupils in Y6 can be effective, and at times 
outstanding, weather readers in giving the forecast for the peak and foot of Snowdon,  

Shortcomings 

234 There are no important shortcomings. 

Music 

Key Stage 1: Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
Key Stage 2: Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 

Good features 

235 In both key stages, pupils' awareness of music by world famous composers, including 
those from Wales, is developing well as they listen to the work of the 'composer of the 
week' during collective worship sessions. 

236 Pupils in both key stages sing tunefully and perform confidently, for example, as they 
sing a round. 

237 In key stage 1, pupils listen intently and differentiate well between the slow and fast 
musical elements when following a pattern with untuned percussion instruments.  
They experiment effectively with the tempo when singing a familiar song, ensuring 
that they keep the rhythm when accompanying with instruments. 

238 They listen to long and short environmental sounds, in the school, the yard, the home, 
animal sounds, traffic and the weather, focussing further on loud and quiet music.  
They can evaluate these elements correctly and differentiate between the musical 
elements effectively when listening to music by composers such as Handel and 
Pachelbel. 

239 Pupils in Y3 understand that musical notes can be displayed in old notation and sol-fa 
form.  They listen to the song 'Do-re-mi', noting the texture carefully and responding 
well when performing.  They understand how the melodic ostinato accompaniment 
contributes to the structure of the song and many are confident in using Kodaly's hand 
signals when joining in the second melody. 
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240 Pupils show good awareness of orchestral instruments, and the majority of Y4 pupils 
can name them when listening to musical pieces such as the Carnival of the Animals 
and Bolero.  They use musical terms effectively in evaluating the music, paying 
attention to the dynamic and tempo.  This is developed in Y6 as pupils express their 
feelings and compare the tempo well in the works of Karl Jenkins. 

241 When responding to stimuli, such as their work on Africa and the Second World War, 
Y5 and Y6 pupils confidently create a graphic score and interweave the composing, 
performing and evaluating activities effectively.  Pupils in Y6 succeed outstandingly to 
maintain four parts when experimenting with the score 'Sws i'r ddraig'.  They select 
appropriate instruments and show good control in performing as a group and a class, 
paying appropriate attention to dynamics. 

242 Pupils who receive tuition in playing wind, brass and string instruments, benefit from 
opportunities to perform in the school and in the community. 

Shortcomings 

243 There are no important shortcomings. 

 
 

School's response to the inspection 
 

The staff, governors and pupils of Ysgol Y Login Fach would like to thank the inspection 

team for undertaking their duties courteously and professionally.  We are proud of the 

good and outstanding features referred to in the report. 

The inspection process was thorough and there was clear and positive feedback for the 

future development of the school. 

It is good to note that the school had already identified some of the recommendations in its 

own self-evaluation report as areas to develop, and strategies for their implementation will 

be put in place for the benefit of each child in our care. 
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Appendix 1 
 
 
Basic information about the school 
 
Name of school  Ysgol Gynradd Gymraeg Y Login Fach 

School type  Primary inc Foundation Phase 

Age-range of pupils  3-11 

Address of school 
 

Roseland Road 
Waunarlwydd 
Swansea  

Postcode  SA5 4ST 

Telephone number  01792 874399 

 

Headteacher  Miss U Evans 

Date of appointment  September 2006 

Chair of governors  Mrs S Evans 

Registered inspector  Miss D Morris 

Dates of inspection 17-19 May, 2010 

 
 

Appendix 2 
 
School data and indicators 
 
Number of pupils in each year group 

Year group N (fte) R Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 Total 

Number of pupils 25 27 33 28 29 23 23 28 216 

 

Total number of teachers 

 Full-time Part-time Full-time equivalent (fte) 

Number of teachers 6 4 8.9 

 

Staffing information  

Pupil: teacher (fte) ratio (excluding nursery and special classes)  21.7:1 

Pupil: adult (fte) ratio in nursery classes  8.3:1 

Pupil: adult (fte) ratio in special classes  - 

Average class size, excluding nursery and special classes  27.6 

Teacher (fte): class ratio 1:1 

 

Percentage attendance for three complete terms prior to inspection 

Term N R Rest of school 

Summer 2009 88.7% 89.7% 93% 

Autumn 2009 85.6% 91.2% 93.8% 

Spring 2010 87.5% 92.6% 94% 

 

Percentage of pupils entitled to free school meals  10% 

Number of pupils excluded during 12 months prior to inspection 0 
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